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fairs to his Cabinet and the heir apparent,
Prince Alexander. The latter was chosen
regent of the new Jugo-Slavic state in 1918.
See jugo-slavia; serbia.
PETERBOROUGH, ontv the capital of
Peterborough County, on the Otonabee
River, the Canadian National and the Cana-
dian Pacific railways, and the Trent Canal,
It is about seventy-five miles northeast of
Toronto. It is a well-built city, in the midst
of a beautiful lake country, is the seat of
a Catholic bishop and has a provincial nor-
mal school. The lock on the canal here is one
of the largest hydraulic locks in the world,
with a lift of sixty-five feet. Here is the
plant of a large electric manufacturing com-
pany. There are also manufactories of cere-
als, furniture, pulp mill and dairy machinery,
agricultural implements, wooden ware, iron
castings, canoes and outboard motors, watch-
es and clocks, and textiles, and there are
pork-packing establishments. Population,
1931, 22,327.
PETERSBURG, va., at the Auction of
Chesterfield, Dinwiddie and Prince George
counties, is twenty miles south of Richmond,
on the Appomattox River, crossed by two
steel bridges, on the Upper Appomattox
Canal and on the Norfolk and Western, the
Atlantic Coast Line and the Seaboard Air
Line railroads. The place was settled in
1733 on the site of an Indian village de-
stroyed in the seventeenth century. It was
incorporated as a town in 1748 and as a
city in 1850. Because of its being an im-
portant railroad center, it was the scene of
constant fighting during the last year of
the Civil War in America (see petersbukg,
siege of). Fourteen battles were fought in
and around the city.
The city is in an agricultural region in
which tobacco is the chief product. It is
also a center for peanut shipments. There is
good water power, and the manufactures
include tobacco, cotton, silk, knit goods and
other articles. The city has the Southern
Female College, the Virginia Normal and
Industrial Institute for colored students and
the State Central Hospital for colored in-
sane. Other important structures are the
Y. M. C. A. building, the Home for the Sick,
the Benevolent Mechanics' Association build-
ing, with its library and museum, and the
Masons', Odd Fellows' and Bed Men's build-
ings. Population, 1920, 31,002; in 1930,
a decrease of 8 per cent.
 PETERSBURG, siege of, a famous siege
of the Confederate position at Petersburg,
between June, 1864, and April, 1865. The
Federal army was commanded by Grant, who,
after his famous Virginia campaign, took
up his position before Petersburg, with the
intention of capturing this point and thus
compelling Lee to evacuate Richmond, Va.,
the capital of the Confederacy, twenty miles
distant. An assault made on the fifteenth of
June by General Butler failed, and other as-
saults on the three following days were equal-
ly unsuccessful. On July 30 occurred the
fiasco of the famous Petersburg mine. Gen-
eral Burnside ran a mine under the Con-
federate fort for the purpose of opening a
gap through which to make a charge. In-
efficient leadership caused the Federals to
be trapped, and 4,000 were killed. On April
2, 1865, a continuous bombardment of more
than a week compelled the Confederates to
evacuate, and the following day Lee retreated
from Richmond. Six days later Grant and
Lee met at Appomattox Court House and
arranged terms of surrender, the act which
ended the war.
PETER THE HERMIT (about 1050-
1115), an enthusiastic monk of Amiens,
whose preaching started the First Crusade.
He went through France on a mule, clad in
a hermit's robe and carrying a crucifix,
preaching the duty of Christians to free
Jerusalem from Mohammedan rule. More
than 30,000 responded to his call. He led
this undisciplined band across Southern Eu-
rope, but few reached Palestine, for nearly
all perished of starvation and disease. Peter,
with his followers, joined the army of God-
frey de Bouillon, and he distinguished him-
self at the storming of the Holy City. On
his return to his native country he founded
the abbey of Neufmoustier and died there.
PETITION, petfshun, a formal written
request made to a legislative body, a court
or an officer in authority to grant it, for
reform, in government, the enactment or
repeal of certain laws, the pardon of one
convicted of crime, etc. The right of peti-
tion is one of the fundamental conditions of
a free government, and it is guaranteed the
people of the United States by the Constitu-
tion. The first amendment provides that
Congress shall make no law ''abridging the
right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the government for redress
of grievances,"

